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COMPETITIONS 
Being an even numbered year, 2006 has been the year in which World 

Championships in all events, except Para-ski which occurs in odd numbered 

years. Odd numbered years are also when World Cups are held, often being used 

to trial changes to WPC rules. The following is a list our World Championships 

held this year. 

 

LOCATION & DATE FAI WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Gera, Germany  • Formation Skydiving 

5 – 11 August  • Freestyle and Skysurfing 

 • Freeflying 

 • Women’s Formation Skydiving 

  

Stupino, Russia  • Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing 

12 – 20 August • Canopy Formation 

  

Vienna, Austria • Canopy Piloting 

23 – 27 August  

 

The schedule above provided an interesting World Championships “tour’ for many 

officials, participants and spectators. The strict application of the IPC’s First 

Category Event Sanction Procedures and associated Organiser Agreements has 

led to much better understanding of expectations on behalf of all stakeholders for 

the successful conduct of premier world skydiving events. 

 

In particular, the event in Austria was conducted within the city of Vienna, by the 

Austrian Aero Club, and the event was publicised and promoted by a skydiving 

entrepreneur. This event created a number of challenges for both the IPC and the 

National Aero Club, but resulted in considerable public exposure of both a new 

skydiving competition discipline and aeronautical activities in general. 

 

Apart from World Championships, another First Category Event, the 4th IPC Anton 

Malevsky Memorial International Cup was held in association with the World 

Championships in Russia. This event had competitions in 4-Way Formation 

Skydiving, 4 way Canopy Rotations, and Team Accuracy Landing. Significant 

levels of prize money to the top three placegetters in each event were provided 

courtesy of the major sponsor, who also provided a number of special attractions 

that enhanced the competitions at Stupino as a whole.  

 

COMMUNICATION 
The year has also provided a number of challenges for both the IPC and the way 

it works within the FAI family. These challenges, to which I will now refer, were 

met by the IPC’s President with an admirable desire to meet the IPC’s 

expectations.  

 

FAI web site 
During the year the IPC identified a need for better communication of results to a 

world wide audience through the internet. The official communication channel is 



quite rightly the FAI web site and we now have a person paid for by the IPC to 

update the IPC section of the FAI web site with important timely details, such as 

competition results. IPC is keen to see this expanded to cover important safety 

information for skydivers.  

 

The IPC’s proposal to make the web site more meaningful to parachutists around 

the world was met with resistance from the FAI office, because of the resources 

required. The associated offer by the IPC to provide those resources eventually 

led to the IPC moving towards its goal of better and more timely communication 

of official competition results to the world wide parachuting community. The next 

step is to provide a world wide resource for important safety information.  

 

The IPC sees the FAI website as a critical communication tool. It can provide an 

opportunity for all air sports to share resources and expand FAI’s ability to be 

even more relevant to the immediate needs of those seeking up to date 

information on their favourite activities.  

 

Continental Records 
IPC also identified a desire for the establishment of a set of Continental Records. 

This proposal was initially encountered resistance from within FAI, again because 

of resources. When IPC then proposed to administer the records itself, FAI 

refused to allow this, and, in the realisation of possible revenue opportunities, 

changed its stance and said it will administer them. IPC will be resolving the 

details at its next Plenary session, in January 2007.  

 

From the IPC perspective, both the issues of the FAI web site and Continental 

records resulted in much needless expenditure of time and resources which could 

have been used more effectively in examining the beneficial opportunities to the 

IPC, FAI and possibly other ASC’s in their adoption.  

 

World Air Games 
The last point in this series that I feel obliged to mention is the proposed World 

Air Games in 2009. The FAI decided (without regard to IPC commitments) to 

conduct a World Air Games in 2009. IPC was unable to respond positively to a call 

by FAI to fill 75 “passports” for events suggested by FAI and its contractor, TSE 

consulting. This was because it had already made a substantial commitment to 

World Games in Chinese Taipei. Both events call for participation by the “best of 

the best” and the IPC is of the view that tit probably cannot provide an assurance 

to both event organisers to do that.  

 

The IPC Plenary will consider this opportunity at its Plenary meeting in January 

2007, and initial indications are that IPC would be able to offer some new, 

exciting demonstration events for World Air Games, which do not draw on 

commitments already made for the World Games. 

 

FINANCES 
Finally, I need to express the frustration being experienced by volunteer IPC 

officials, who have been faced with procedures put in place that challenge the 

way in which IPC finances are handled through the FAI. These procedures have 

resulted in unnecessary delays in reimbursements to volunteer judges and other 

competition officials who have given of their own time and spent their own funds 

on trust that the FAI will reimburse in a timely fashion.  

 

We feel that certification by the IPC Treasurer, in accordance with approved IPC 

policy and procedures, should be sufficient for amounts to be disbursed from 

funds raised by the IPC. 



It appears that the Executive Board and the FAI President have imposed 

additional and, to us, excessively bureaucratic controls on the basis that the 

Statutes etc allow the Commissions no autonomy in financial matters whatsoever. 

This is hardly indicative of an organisation operating in the 21st century and 

causes unnecessary misunderstandings. 

 

The FAI world has changed and the Statutes need to reflect and recognise this 

change. 

 

I would make the point that the Sec. General is regarded by the FAI statutes as a 

Managing Director. As soon as any part of the Executive Board becomes part of a 

payment approval process, the accountability of the Sec. General is diluted, thus 

compromising the Executive Board and the President. These changes should be 

rescinded immediately.  

 

CONCLUSION 
The IPC President agrees with and supports the observations and comments in 

this report. I urge other ASC presidents and the Executive Board itself to look 

forward in a positive fashion to see what can be done to advance the cause of 

aeronautical sports, rather than hinder them. The comments are offered in the 

form of positive critical review only, and should not be interpreted in any way as 

criticism of anyone in particular, but rather as a way of learning from past 

experiences, a familiar trait to those involved in aeronautical sports.  
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